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Employment, n.f. [from employ.'] 

1. Bufinefs; obje£l of induftry ; objeifl of labour. 

2 . Bufinefs ; the Hate of being employed. 

3. Office ; poll of bufinefs. 

If any ftation, any employment upon earth be honourable, 
their’s was. At ter bury’ s Sermons. 

Leaders on each fide, inftead of intending the publick weal, 
have their hearts wholly fet upon ways and means to get or to 
keep employments. Swift. 

4. Bufinefs intrufted. 

Call not your {locks for me ; I ferve the king. 

On whofe employment I was fent to you. Shakefp. K. Lear. 

To Empo'ison. v. a. [ empoifenner , French.] 

1. To deftroy by poifon; to deftroy by venomous food or drugs; 
to poifon. 

Leaving no means unattempted of deftroying his foil, among 
others employing that wicked fervant of his, who undertook 
to empoifon him. Sidney, b. ii. 

Mufhrooms caufe the incubus, or the mare in the ftomach, 
and therefore the furfcit of them may fuffocate and empoifon. 

Bacon's Natural Hijlory, N°. 54b. 

2. To taint with poifon ; to envenom. This is the more ufual 
fenfe. 

Empo'jsoner. n.f [empoifonneur, French.] One who deflroys 
another by poifon. 

He is vehemently fufpected to have been the empoifoner of 

, his wife, thereby to make vacant his bed. Bacon's Henry VII. 

Empo'isonment. n.f. [ empoifonnement, French. ] The prac- 
tife of deftroying by poifon. 

It were dangerous for fecret empoifonments. Bacon’s N. Hift, 

Empore'tick. adj. [ ] That which is ufed at 

markets, or in merchandize. 

Emporium, n.f. [uwr^ic>.] A place of merchandife; amart; 
a town of trade ; a commercial city. 

And while this fam’d emporium we prepare. 

The Britifh ocean {hall fuch triumphs boaft, 

That thofc who now difdain our trade to {hare. 

Shall rob like pyrates on our wealthy coaft. Dryden. 

I take the prosperous eftate of this great emporium to be 
owing to thofe inftances of charity. After bury s Sermons. 

To EMPO'VERISH. v. a. [pauvre y French.] 

1. To make poor ; to depauperate ; to reduce to indigence. 

Since they might talk better as they lay together, they em- 
poverifhed their cloaths to enrich their bed, which, for that 
right, might well fcorn the {hrine of Venus. Sidney , b. ii. 

Your’s founds aloud, and tells us you excel 
No lefs in courage than in fmging well ; 

While, unconcern’d, you let your country know, 

They have empoverijh’ d themfelves, not you. W oiler . 

For fenfe of honour, if it empoverijheth a man, it is, in his 
efteem, neither honour nor fenfe. South’s Sermons. 

Frcfli rofes bring 

To ftrow my bed, ’till the empoverijh’ d Spring 
Confefs her want. Prior. 

Toleffen fertility. 

Empo'verisher. n.f. [from empoverijh.] 

t . One that makes others poor. 

2. That which impairs fertility. 

They deftroy the weeds, and fit the land for after-crops, 
being an improver, and not an empoverijher of land. Mortimer. 

Empo'verish WENT. n.f. [from empoverijh.'] Diminution; 
caufe of poverty ; waftc. 

Being paid as it is, now fome, and then fome, it is no 
great burden unto her, nor any great empoverijhment to her 
coffers. Spcnfer’s State of Ireland. 

All appeals for juftice, or appellations for favour or prefer- 
ment to another country, arc fo many grievous empoverijh- 
ment s. Swift’s View of Ireland. 

To Empo'wer. v. a. [from power.] 

1. To authorife; to commiffion ; to give power or authority to 

any purpofe. ; 

You are empcwered y when you plcafe, to give the final deci- 
fion of wit. Dryden’ s Juv. Dedication. 

The government fhall be empowered to grant commiffions 
to all Proteftants whatfoever.- Swift on the Sacram. Jejl. 

2. To give natural force ; to enable. 

Docs not the fame power that enables them to heal, em- 
power them to deftroy ? Baker’s Reflexions on Learning. 

E'mpress. n.f. [contracted from emperefs y which is retained 
by Johnfon] 

1. The queen of an emperour. 

Let your nimble feet 

Tread fubtile circles, that may always meet 

In point to him ; and figures, to exprefs 

The grace of him, and his great emperefs. Ben. Johnfon. 

2. A female invefted with imperial dignity ; a female foVereign. 

Emprefs of this fair world, refplendent Eve ! Milton . 

Yet, London, emprefs of the northern clime, 

By an high fate thou greatly didft expire. Dryden. 

Wifdom, thou fay’ll, from hcav’n receiv’d her birth ; 
Her beams tranfmitted to the fubjeCl earth : 
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Yet this great emprefs of the human foul. 
Does only with imagin’d power controui. 
If reftlefs paffion, by rebellious fway, 
Compels the weak ufurper to obey. 
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Emfri'se. n.f. [ emprfe y French.] Attempt of dan<* cr ~ 
dertaking of hazard; enterprife. 

Noble minds, of yore, allied were 
, In brave purfuit of chivalrous emp ife. Fairy §hutn, b j 
A double conqueft mull you make, ’ ’ * 
If you atchieve renown by this emprife. Fairfax , l jj 

Fierce faces threat’ning wars; * 
Giants of mighty bone, and bold emprije. Milt. Par. Luff 
Thus, ’till the fun had travcll’d half the Ikies, J ' 
Ambulh’d we lie, and wait the bold emprije. Pope’s Odyffa 
E'mptier. n.f. [from empty.] One that empties; one that 
makes any place void by taking away what it contained. 

The emptiers have emptied them out, and marred their 
vineyards. Nab. ii. 2 .* 

E'mptiness. n f. [from empty.] 

1 . Abfence of plenitude; inanity. 

Where cities flood. 

Well fenc’d, and numerous, ddblation reigns, 

And emptinefs-, difmay’d, unfed, unhous’d, 


Phillips. 


Shakefp. Henry IV, 


The widow and the orphan ltroll. 

2. The ftate of being empty. 

His coffers found 
With hollow poverty and emptinefs. 

3. Avoidfpace; vacuity; vacuum. 

Nor could another in your room have been. 

Except an emptinefs had come between. Dryden. 

The ordinary air in which we live and refpire, is of fo 
thin a compofttion, that fixteen thoufand one hundred and 
forty-nine parts of its dimenfions are mere emptinefs and no- 
thing ; and the remaining 011c only, material and real fub» 
ftance. Bentley’s Sermons. 

4. W ant of fubftance or folidity. 

’Tis this which caufes the graces and the loves to take up 
their habitations in the hardelt marble, and to fubfill in the 
emptinefs of light and lhadow. Dryden’ s Dufrefnoy , Prtf. 

5. Unfatisfailorinefs ; inability to fill up the defires. 

O frail eftate of human things. 

Now to our coll your emptinefs we know. Dryden. 

Form the judgment about the worth or emptinefs of things 
here, according as they are or are not of ufe, in relation to 
what is to come after. Atterbury’s Sermons. 

6. Vacuity of head ; want of knowledge. 

Eternal fmiles his emptinefs betray, 

As lhallow ftreams run dimpling all the way. Pope’s Epijl. 

E'mptign. n.f. [emptio y Latin.] The adt of purchafing; a 
purchafe. 

There is a difpute among the lawyers, whether Glaucus his 
exchanging his golden armour with the brazen one of! y- 
didcs, was emptien or commutation, Arbuthmt on Coins. 

E'MPTY. adj. [aeninj, Saxon.] 

1. Void; having nothing in it ; not full. 

I did never know fo full a voice iffue from fo empty a heart; 
but the faying is true, the empty vefl’el makes the greateft 
found . Shakefpeare’s Henry V. 

The pit was empty, there was no water in it., Gen. xxxvii. 
If you have two veffels to fill, and you empty one to fill the 
other, you gain nothing by that ; there Hill remains one vcllel 
em p,y. Burnet's Theory of the Earth. 

2. Devoid ; unfurniflied. 

Art thou thus boldened, man, by .thy diftrefs. 

Or elfe a rude defpifer of good manners, . 

That in civility thou feem’ft fo empty ? Shak. As you ale it. 
Mr. Boyle has Ihewcd, that air may be rarified above ten 
thoufand times- in veflels of glafs; and the heavens arc muc 
emptier of air than any vacuum we can make below. Newton. 

3. U nfatisfadtory ; unable to fill the mind or defires. 

4. Without any thing to carry ; unburthened ; unweighted. 

He alleges that the fatyrs carried platters full of fruit 
their hands ; but if they had been empty handed, todthey . 
ever the larger fatyrs ? Dryden s Juvenal, e 

Yet all the little that I got, I fpent ; . 

And iliil return’d as empty as I went. D p'^ cn J J. 

5. Vacant of head; ignorant; unfkiltul; unfumiftcd with ,na 

terials for thought. , j 

How comes it that fo many worthy and wife men J. , 
upon fo many unworthy and empty headed fools !, 

His anfwer is a handfome way of expofing an em,i J, "JJ 
pretending pedant ; the wit Ii-,. ***£&£ 
fevere. 

6. Without fubftance ; without folidity ; vain. 

The god of fleep there hides his h "' » ,, f£lh 
And empty dreams on ev’ry leaf are ‘P rL ^; ^uatc ; to 

To E'mpty. v. a. [from the adje&ive.J 

exhauft; to deprive of that which wascontaine 
Boundlefs intemperance. 

In nature is a tyranny : it hath been 
Th’ untimely emptying of the happy *«>n£ 

And fall of many king*. The 
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The emptiers have emptied them out, and marred their vine- 

br ?h«p'arc often blind by fulnefs of blood : cut their tails, 

, ‘ 0 f their blood. Mortimers Husbandly. 

a, ’VK i»c t r— taaSl ' 

m.mication it has both with Afia and Europe, and the 

^■e't navigable rivers that empty themfelves into it. Arbutmiot. 

tKSSle. r. ». [from b'M T ° makc of * 

colour ; to difcolour with purple. „ , , . 

Now in loofe garlands, thick thrown off, the bri^it 

Pavement, that like a fea of jafper fhone. 

Empurpled with ccleltial rofes fmil’d. Milton s Paradife Lojl. 

J ’ The deep, 

Empurpl'd ran, with gufhing gore diftain’d. Phl, ‘ P j' 

To EmpuVzle. v.a. [from puzale.] To perplex; to put to 

J ^"hath empuzzled the enquiries of others to apprehend, and 
enforced thun unto ilrange /conceptions to make out. Brown, 
v PM'M a n. f. [iu.dr^.] A colleftion of purulent matter 
E - n anv part whatfoever; generally ufed to fignify that m die 
nvitv of the bread only, and which fomet.mcs happens upon 
th , op cning of abfeeffes, or ulcerations of ihe lungs, or mera- 

h rants incloling the bread. .putney. 

An enpycnl, or a collcdlion of purulent matter in the 
bread if not fuddcnly cured, doth undoubtedly impel the 
-atic’t into a phthifical confumption Harvey on Cenfumpttons. 

F There is likewife a confumption from an empyema, after an 
inflammation of the lungs; which may be known from a 
weight upon the diaphragm, oppreffion of the lungs, adiffi- 
cukv of breathing, and inability to he on one fide, which is 
that which is found. Arbutbnot on Diet. 

Empy'real. adi. ['(H»s] Formed of the element of fire ; 
refined beyond aerial ; pertaining to the higheft and purtft 
region of heaven. [Tscieil accents it on the penult.] 
s Now went forth the morn. 

Such as in hizheft hcav’n, array’d in gold 

Empyreal. Milton’s Petradsfe Lofl y b.vi. /. 13. 

Go, foar with Plato to th’ empyeal fpherc. 

To the fit ft good, firft pcrfedl, and iirft fair. Pope. 

But empyreal forms, howe’er in fight 
Gafh’d and difmember’d, ealily unite. Tickell. 

Emp Y re' AN. n.f. [Y- •] The higheft heaven where the 
pure element ot fire is fuppofed to fublilt. 
r Almighty Father from above, 

From the pure empyrean, where he fits 

High thron'd above all height, bent down Ins eye. Milton. 

c Under his burning wheel 

The (led fa ft empyrean {hook throughout. 

All but the throne itfclf of God. Milton s P aradife Lojl. 

T he empyrean rung 

With hallelujahs. Milton’s Paradife LoJl , b. vii. /. 633. 
F.’mpyreUM. } n.f. [N-iYv*-.] The burning to of any niat- 
EmpyRe'uma. { ter in boiling or diftillation, which gives 
a particular offenfive fmcll. Quincy. 

It is fo far from admitting an empyreum , that it burns clear 
away without leaving any cinders, or aduft about it. Harvey. 

The hopes of an elixir infcnfibly evaporate, and vanilh 
to air, or leave in the recipient a foul empyreuma. Dec. of Piety. 
Empyreuma'tical. adi. [from empyreuma.] Having the 
fmcll or tafle of burnt fubftances. 

Many empyrcumatical oils, diflilled by flrong fires in retorts, 
mav be brought to emulate cffential oils drawn in limbicks. 

Boyle's Hijhry of Firrmufs. 

Empyro'sis. h f [ ». ] Conflagration ; general fire. 

The former opinion that held theft- eataclyfms and anjyrfes 
univcrfal, was fueh as held that it put a total confummation 
unto thing? in this lower world, cfpecially that of confla- 
gration. Hale's Origin of Mankind. 

To E'MULATE. V a. [amular, Latin.] 

1. To rival ; to propofe as one to he equalled or excelled. 

2. To imitate with hope of equality, or fuperiour excellence. 

I would have 

Him caudate you : 'tis no fbamc to follow 

The better precedent. Ben. Johnfon’ s Catiline. 

Thofe fair ideas to my aid I’ll call. 

And emulate my great original. Dryden's Aurengzebe. 

What though no weeping loves thy allies grace. 

Nor polifti’d marble emulate thy face. Pope. 

3. To be equal to ; to rife to equality with 

I fee bow thy eye would emulate the diamond. Shakefp. 
W e fee no new-built palaces afpire. 

No kitchens emulate the veftal fire. Pope's Sat. of Donne. 

4. To imitate; to copy ; to refemble. 

1$ is likewife attended with a delirium, fury, and an invo- 
luntary laughter, the convulfion emulating this motion. Arbuth. 
Emula'tjon. n. f. [a muLtio, Latin ] 

1.' Rivalry; defire of fuperiority. 

Mine emulation 

Hath not that honour in’t it had ; for where 
1 thought to crufti him in an equal force, 

True 1 word to fword. I’ll pitch at him fome way. 

Or wrath or craft may get him. Shakefpcare’s Coriolanus. 


There was neither envy nor emulation amongfl them. 

Ariftotle allows that fome emulation may be good, and may 
be found in fome good men ; yet envy he utterly condemns ^ 
wicked in itfclf, and only to be found u> wicked nimdj. 6^. 

The apoftle exhorts the Corinthians to an holy and general 
emulation of the charity of the Macedonians, in contributing 
freely to the relief of the poor faints at Jcrulalem. 

A noble emulation heats your bread. 

And your own fame now robs you of your reft : 

Good aflions ftill muft be maintain’d with good, 

As bodies nourilh’d with refcmbling food. Dryden. 

2. Envy; defire of depreffing another; contefl; contention; 

difeord. . , . r , . 

What madnefs rules in brainlick men ! 

When for fo flight and frivolous a caufe, 

Such factious emulations lhall arife. Sbakefpeare s Henry VT. 
Emulative, adj. [front emulate.] Inclined to emulation; 

rivalling; difpofed to competition. 

Emula'tor. n.f. [from emulate.] A rival ; a competitor. 

In fuperiours it quencheth jealoufy, and laycth their com- 
petitors and emulators afleep. Bacon s tjjays. 

ToEmu'lcr. v. a. [1 rnulgeo , Latin ] To milk out. 
Emu'egfnt. adj. [emulgens, Latin.] 

1 . Milking or draining out. 

2. Emu! gent veffels [in anatomy] are the two large arteries and 

veins which arife, the former from the defending trunk of 
the aorta, or great artery ; the latter from the vena cava. 
They are both inferted into the kidneys ; the emulgent arte- 
ries carrying blood with the ferum to them, and the emulgent 
veins bringing it back again, after the ferum has been fepa- 
rated therefrom by the kidneys. _ Harris. 

Its defeent doth furnifh the left emulgent with one vein, and 
the firft vein of the loins on the right fide with another. Brcwn. 

Through the emulgent branches the blood is brought to the 
kidneys, and is there freed of its ferum. Cbeyne's Phil. Princ. 
E'mulous. adj- [annulus, Latin.] 

1. Rivalling; engaged in competition. 

What the Gaul or Moor could not effecl. 

Nor emulous Carthage, with their length of fpite. 

Shall be the work of one. Ben. Johnfon' s Catiline. 

She is in perpetual diffidence, or actual enmity with her, 
hut always emulous and iufpcdtful of her. Hcwci’s P'ocal Forreft. 

2. Defirous of fuperiority ; defirous to rife above another ; de- 
firous of any excellence poffeffcd by another. With of before 
the object of emulation. 

By ftrength 

They meafure all, of other excellence 

Not emulous, nor care who them excels. Milton's Par. Lojl. 

By fair rewards our noble youth we raife 
To ‘emulous merit, and to thirll of praife. Prior. 

Good Howard, emulous of the Grecian art. Prior. 

3. Fa£tious; contentious. 

Whofe glorious deeds, but in thefe fields of late. 

Made emulous millions ’mongft the gods themfelves, 

And drave great Mars to fadtion. Shakefp. Troilus and Creff. 
E'mulously. adv. [from emulous.] With defire of excelling 
or outgoing another. 

So tempt they him, and emuloufly vie 
To bribe a voice, that empires would not buy. Granville : 
Emu'lsion. n.f [emulfto, Latin.] A form of medicine, by 
bruifing oily feeds and kernels, and drawing out their fub- 
ftances with fome liquor, that thereby becomes milky. Quincy. 

The aliment is diffolved by an operation rcfembling that of 
making an emulfon ; in which operation the oily parts of nuts 
and feeds, being gently ground in a marble mortar, and gra- 
dually mixed with fome watery liquor, are diflolved into a 
fwcct, thick, turbid, milky liquor, refcmbling the chyle in 
an animal body. Arbutbnot on Aliments; 

Emu'nctories. n.f. [emunSlorium, Latin.] Thofe parts of 
the body where any thing cxcrcmentitious is feparated and col- 
lated, to be in readinefs for ejedlment. Quincy. 

Superfluous matter deflows from the body unto their proper 
emur, /dories. m Brown’s Vulgar Errours , b. iii. c. 4. 

There are receptacles in the body of man, and emunihrics 
to drain them of fupcifluous choler. More againjl Atheifm. 

Difcourling of the lungs, I {hew that they are the grand 
emuntiory of the body ; that the main end of refpiration is 
continually to difeharge and expel an excrementitious fluid 
out of the mafs of blood. Woodward? s Natural Hiftory. 

The regimen in quinfies, which proceed from an obftruction 
of the glands, muft be to ufe fuch warm liquors as relax thofe 
glands, fuch as, by ftimulating, open the emundlories to fecern 
the humour. * Arbutbnot on Diet. 

En. An infcparable particle borrowed by us from the French, 
and by the French formed from the Latin in. Many words 
are uncertainly written with en or in. 

ToEna'ble. v.a. [from able.] To make able; to confer 
power; to give ftrength or ability. 

If thou would’ft vouchfafc to overfpread 
Me with the lhadow of thy gentle wing, 

I fliould enabled be thy acts to fing. Spenfer’s Hymn on Love. 
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